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What I will cover in this session 

•  Public Policy relating to Indigenous 
Australians 

– CTG Campaign 

– DOF Report 2010 

•  Australian Prisoner Profiles 

•  An overview of Justice Reinvestment 

•  Status of Justice Reinvestment in Australia 

•  Role of Public Policy Advisers 
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Most 
Indigenous 
people live 

on the 
Eastern 

sea-board 
and in 
urban 
centres 



Indigenous and non-Indigenous age structures  
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Life Expectancy at birth 
Australian Institute of Health and Welfare 2011 
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The campaign for health 
equality requires a 
comprehensive national plan 
 
OVERALL TARGET:  
 

HEALTH STATUS EQUALITY 
WITHIN 25 YEARS 
 

Targets and benchmarks as 
appropriate. 
 

FOUNDATION TARGET:  
 

EQUALITY OF OPPORTUNITY TO 
BE HEALTHY WITHIN 10 YEARS 
 

Sub-target 1:  
Equality of access to primary health 
care within 10 years. 
 

 Sub-target 2:  
Equal standard of health 
infrastructure within 10 years 9 



The truth is, a business as usual approach towards 
Indigenous Australians is not working.  Most old 
approaches are not working. We need a new beginning — 
a new beginning which contains real measures of policy 
success or policy failure; a new beginning, a new 
partnership, on closing the gap with sufficient flexibility not 
to insist on a one-size-fits-all approach for each of the 
hundreds of remote and regional Indigenous communities 
across the country but instead allowing flexible, tailored, 
local approaches to achieve commonly-agreed national 
objectives that lie at the core of our proposed new 
partnership;  a new beginning that draws intelligently on 
the experiences of new policy settings across the nation. 
 

Prime Minister Kevin Rudd, Apology to Australia’s Indigenous Peoples, 13 Feb 2008[i] 
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Statement of Intent 
 

•  PM 
•  Minister of Health and 

Minister of Indigenous 
Affairs 

•  Opposition Leader 
•  Every major 

Indigenous and non 
Indigenous peak 
health and human 
rights body 

•  First and only 
bipartisan agreement 

20 March 2008 
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Statement of Intent 
   “……commits the Government of Australia, Indigenous 
Australians, supported by non-Indigenous Australians and 
non-Indigenous health organisations to work together to 

achieve equality in health status and life expectancy 
between Indigenous and non-Indigenous Australians by 

the year 2030.” 
 

•  To developing a comprehensive, long-term plan of 
action, that is targeted to need, evidence-based and 
capable of addressing the existing inequalities in health 
services, in order to achieve equality … by 2030 

 

•  To ensure the full participation of Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander peoples and their representative bodies in 
all aspects of addressing their health needs. 



Strategic Review of Indigenous Expenditure 
– DOF 2010 released 2011 

Past approaches to remedying Indigenous disadvantage have 
clearly failed, and new approaches are needed for the future. 
 
Effective service delivery continues to be a major challenge..... 
•  F.11   A clear message from the recent past is that policies and 

programs must be targeted to local needs, in close 
engagement and active partnership with the people they are 
designed to assist.  

 
•  28.1.  review the approach to health promotion communications 

and social marketing strategies to ensure that they are 
effectively targeted and implemented to achieve the desired 
impact for Indigenous Australians, drawing on the expertise 
and activities of other Commonwealth agencies and 
coordination forums;… 
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1.  Improve Daily 
Living Conditions 

2.  Tackle the 
Inequitable 
Distribution of 
Power, Money, and 
Resources 

3.  Measure and 
Understand the 
Problem and 
Assess the Impact 
of Action 
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The social determinants of health are the 
conditions in which people are born, grow, 
live, work and age, including the health 
system. These circumstances are shaped by 
the distribution of money, power and 
resources at global, national and local levels.  
 
The social determinants of health are 
mostly responsible for health inequities - 
the unfair and avoidable differences in health 
status seen within and between countries. 

Social determinants of health 
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 “Close the Gap” versus “Closing the Gap” 

“Close the Gap” was adopted as the name of the Campaign for 
Indigenous Health Equality in 2006. In August 2007, the Australian 
Labor Party signalled their support for the Close the Gap 
Campaign’s approach to Indigenous health in its Indigenous affairs 
election platform.  As a result, ‘closing the gap’ entered the policy 
lexicon and has since been used to tag many different Indigenous 
policy initiatives from the National Partnership Agreement to 
Closing the Gap on Indigenous Health Outcomes to the renaming 
of aspects of the Northern Territory Emergency Response (the 
intervention) as Closing the Gap in the Northern Territory. As a 
general rule, any initiative with “Closing the Gap” in the title is an 
Australian Government initiative.  It is important to note that it does 
not necessarily reflect the human rights or community development 
based approach of the Close the Gap Campaign. 
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NT Indigenous imprisonment rate worst in nation 
Jano Gibson 
Posted September 15, 2011 15:09:30 
 
The Northern Territory has recorded the biggest jump in 
the Indigenous imprisonment rate of any jurisdiction in the nation. 
…about 1,250 Territorians were in custody in the June quarter, 
with more than 1,000 of them Indigenous. 
 
Indigenous prison rates jump by 52pc 
Stephen Johnson    May 5, 2011 
•   Indigenous imprisonment rates have jumped by more 

than 50 per cent over the past decade. 
•  imprisonment rate surged from 1248 for every 100,000 

Australian adults in 2000 to 1892 by 2010, marking a 52 per 
cent increase.   

•  now make up 26 per cent of the prison population despite 
making up just 2.5 per cent of the Australian population. 











Percentage of prisoners released in 2006-7 who 
returned to prison within 2 years  

Australian Productivity Commission, SCRGSP (2010) Report on Government Services 2009   



Characteristics predictive of repeat offending 

•  age of offender — criminal offending peaks in the mid 
to late teens, diminishing in adulthood 
•  criminal history — the younger the age of first offence, 
the greater the likelihood of higher levels of offending 
•  gender— for the majority of offences, females are less 
likely to reoffend 
•  Indigenous status — Indigenous offenders are 
generally more likely to reoffend, and are more likely to be 
reconvicted or re-imprisoned upon release from prison 



Situational factors predictive of repeat 
offending can include:	
  

•  unemployment  
•  education and schooling — those with lower 
educational attainment are more likely to reoffend  

•  residential location — those living in low socio-
economic areas or who are homeless are more likely to 
reoffend  
•  family attachment — those with limited family 
attachment are more likely to reoffend 
•  poor mental health  
•  drug use. 

	
  









Youth Detention 





Queensland Prison Population 

the 12-month prevalence of mental disorder was 
73% among men and 86% among women.  
 
This comprised: 
•  anxiety disorders (men, 20%; women, 51%);  
•  depressive disorders (men, 11%; women, 

29%); 
•  psychotic disorders (men, 8%; women, 23%) 

and  
•  substance misuse disorders (men, 66%; 

women, 69%). 







The cost of imprisonment 



US meta-analysis of 500 research papers findings 
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The ‘Justice Reinvestment Campaign’ will 
highlight that in New South Wales Aboriginal 
young people (who make up just 2.2% of the 
population) are now 28 times more likely to end up 
in juvenile detention than non-Aboriginal young 
people at an annual cost of over $230,000 per 
young person.  

http://justicereinvestmentnow.net.au/ 
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Role of public policy advisers 

•  Evaluation is a systematic determination of a subject’s 
merit, worth and significance, using criteria governed by 
a set of standards.  It can assist an organization to 
ascertain the degree of achievement or value in regards to 
the aim and objectives of an undertaken project.  The 
primary purpose of evaluation, in addition to gaining insight 
into prior or existing initiatives, is to enable reflection and 
assist in the identification of future change. 

•  Evaluation is often used to characterize and appraise 
subjects of interest in a wide range of human enterprises, 
including the arts, criminal justice, foundations, non-profit 
organizations, government, health care and other human 
services. 



“What can I do to achieve 
equality for all Australians?” 
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“From self respect comes dignity; 
from dignity comes hope; and 
from hope comes resilience” 


